met with the Executive Director in Headquarters Office to discuss the 1977 Conference to be held in Boston.
GENERAL INFORMATION
AAOHN -PINS AND HISTORIES: The newly designed AAOHN Pin ($7.00) and the history, The Nurse in Industry ($5.00) will be available at the Conference in Boston. We wi II have an extra supply of dust jackets for the history available for those who purchased the history last year.
THE NINTH MEETING OF FEDERATION OF SPECIALTV NURSING ORGANIZATIONS AND ANA, Washington, D.C., January 21, 1977: The ninth meeting of the Federation of Specialty Organizations and ANA was held at the DSN/NEA Headquarters Building in Washington, D.C., on January 21, 1977.
All associations were represented and two applications for membership in Federation (Oncology Nursing Society and Association of Practitioners of Infection Control) were accepted, bringing the total number of associations to 20.
Each association gave a brief review of their activities since the last meeting.
A representative of the American Blood Commission was present and gave a brief report The Commission was established In 1975. Members are donors, consumers, blood banks, independent and private organizations. ABC requested FSNO and ANA membership. No action was taken since this is not appropriate.
The following Statement, Continuing Education and Accreditation Program, was endorsed by the Federation members:
In order to standardize requirements for obtaining contact hours and also to permit a national reciprocity, the Federation applauds, supports, and encourages the National Accreditation Board of the American Nurses' Association for the "Accreditation of Continuing Education in Nursing." When all appropriate associations, state nurses' associations, schools of nursing, other educational agencies that offer continuing education, and governmental agencies are accredited to grant contact hours through this National Accreditation Program, registered nurses across the country will have been facilitated in the task of earning contact hours. Let us unite and accept this solution to a mutual problem.
Report of the Committee to prepare a Position Paper on Prevention of Fragmentation in Nursing Care was presented by the Chairman. However since she had not consulted with the members of the committee, it was a decision of those present that each board of directors as well as the members of the committee should have an opportunity to comment on the content at their next board meeting.
The Joint Statement to reach all registered nurses who do not belong to any association was not adopted.
ANA and one other association would not agree to the resolve "that each nurse should seek affiliation and membership in ANA or the appropriate specialty organization." I learned at this meeting there Is much work to be done by the Council on Accreditation Programs and that many of the specialty nursing organizations are experiencing the same difficulties we have encountered. As a result of our communications of the past we must have six months experience in approving CE programs for our constituents. All associations feel, as we do. that this particu lar development in December 1976 is one that isn't quite fair to the specialty organizations since we could have been doing this while waiting for their approval.
ANA's response to DHEWs Credentialing was to ask that the statements be withdrawn. ANA has awarded a contract to the School of Nursing, University of Wisconsin -Milwaukee, to conduct a comprehensive study of Credentialing in Nursing.
The next meeting will be hosted by the Association of Rehabilitation Nurses and will be held in Chicago, Illinois, June 24 & 25. 1977. 
